Appendix C

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

There are various views regarding the phrase “the kingdom of God” as it is used in the New Testament story.
Jesus, of course, spoke of this kingdom which is often recorded in the Gospels. Furthermore, He used this
phrase following His resurrection when He appeared to the apostles, which is recorded by Luke in the book
of Acts:

“After he had suffered, he also presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appear-
ing to them over a period of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3)

We're not told specifically what Jesus said about the Kingdom, but the apostles were obviously confused,

which is clear from the question they asked Jesus just before He ascended.

“So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel
at this time?” (Acts 1:6).

Obviously, these men were still thinking of an earthly kingdom that related specifically to Israel as
a nation. They still had very litde understanding of the church that was about to be born on the day of
Pentecost.

As the biblical story of the church continued to unfold, it’s clear that it took time for all Jewish believ-
ers—including the apostles—to understand fully the concept of God’s heavenly eternal Kingdom. However,
as Philip began to carry out Christ’s commission to be His “witnesses” in Jerusalem and Judea and even to

the Samaritans, it appears he began to understand this concept. Luke has recorded:

“But when they believed Philip, as he proclaimed the good news about the kingdom of God and

the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized” (Acts 8:12).

It also appears that James, the half brother of Christ and lead elder in the church in Jerusalem, actually
began to grasp more clearly this concept even before the Jerusalem counsel meeting when the law-grace issue
was resolved. Writing to the twelve tribes dispersed abroad, he wrote: “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters:
Didn't God choose the poor in this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he has promised

to those who love him?” (James 2:5).
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Luke’s Report on Paul’s Communication
Regarding the Kingdom of God

Luke, of course, was a Gentile believer who traveled with the apostle Paul on his missionary journeys and
even stayed on in Philippi for six to eight years and helped establish the churches in Macedonia. Conse-
quently, he reported extensively on Paul’s ministry and the spiritual eternal aspects of the kingdom of God.

Following are these references in the book of Acts:

After they had preached the gospel in that town and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra,
to Iconium, and to Antioch, strengthening the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the
faith and by telling them, “It is necessary to go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of
God.” When they had appointed elders for them in every church and prayed with fasting, they
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed (Acts 14:21-23).

Paul entered the synagogue [in Ephesus] and spoke boldly over a period of three months, arguing
and persuading them about the kingdom of God (Acts 19:8).

And now I [Paul] know that none of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will

ever see me again (Acts 20:25).

After arranging a day with him [Paul], many came to him at his lodging. From dawn to dusk he
expounded and testified about the kingdom of God. He tried to persuade them about Jesus from
both the Law of Moses and the Prophets (Acts 28:23).

Paul stayed two whole years in his own rented house. And he welcomed all who visited him,
proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and
without hindrance (Acts 28:31).

Paul’s Personal Report on Communicating
The Message Regarding the Kingdom of God

I am warning you about these things—as I warned you before—that those who practice such things
will not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:21b).

...we encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you
into his own kingdom and glory (1 Thess. 2:12).

It is clear evidence of God’s righteous judgment that you will be counted worthy of God’s kingdom,
for which you also are suffering (2 Thess. 1:5).

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power (1 Cor. 4:20).
Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? (1 Cor. 6:9).

...no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s
kingdom (1 Cor. 6:10).

Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when he abolishes all
rule and all authority and power (1 Cor. 15:24).
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What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,

nor can corruption inherit incorruption (1 Cor. 15:50).

...for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).

For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater,
does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God (Eph. 5:5).

He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son

he loves (Col. 1:13).

I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead,
and because of his appearing and his kingdom (2 Tim. 4:1).

The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom.

To him be the glory forever and ever! Amen (2 Tim. 4:18).

Other References to Communicating
The Message of the Kingdom of God

Therefore, brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election, because if
you do these things you will never stumble. For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you 2 Pet. 1:10-11).

Your throne, God, is forever and ever, and the scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of justice (Heb.
1:8).

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful. By it, we

may serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe (Heb. 12:28).

I, John, your brother and partner in the affliction, kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, was
on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus (Rev. 1:9).

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say, The salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ have now come, because the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who

accuses them before our God day and night, has been thrown down (Rev. 12:10).

The seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven saying, The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and
ever (Rev. 11:15).

Concluding Thoughts

As we look carefully at the phrase and concept regarding “the kingdom of God” and the way it is used in the
unfolding story of the church, it clearly refers most often to our eternal “citizenship in heaven.” However,
just as we are sanctified positionally and already “seated” with Christ “in the heavens,” (Eph. 2:6), just so we
are to live as His “kingdom people” as if we are already with Christ in heaven. As Paul stated so clearly, God

“has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (Col.
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1:13). Though we are not what we will be, we should live with this goal in mind, personally and corporately
“growing into maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness” (Eph. 4:13).

Having presented this biblical profile which focuses on our eternal hope, I also believe there will be a
future earthly kingdom referred to as the millennium—the one-thousand-year reign of Christ (Rev. 24). As
believers we have inherited a spiritual future kingdom when we are in Christ, but it appears that we'll also
reign with Christ during His earthly reign when all of the Old Testament promises to Israel will be fulfilled.

Not all students of Scripture will agree with this perspective but if this is an accurate interpretation, this
will be a period of time when the question the apostles asked Jesus prior to His resurrection will be answered
with clarity and completeness (Acts 1:6). The earthly kingdom will be restored to Israel, and all who accept
the Messiah will become a part of God’s spiritual Kingdom that will last forever. In the meantime, and until
Christ returns, we should more and more live as God’s “kingdom people,” realizing that this world is not

our real home.



